
Faith Community Church Recommendations for Courtship
· The term “courtship” is being used to refer to a committed dating relationship between believers in order to differentiate it from worldly committed dating relationships (of course, a believer should neither date nor marry an unbeliever). The terminology is not essential. But it can be helpful to have a term that embodies a distinctively Christian approach to dating. In our view, normally a man and woman should not enter this stage until they have developed a good friendship that leads them to think it likely that they should marry. Going from friendship to engagement is a fine option, but for those who choose courtship, the commitment to not date others during this period is for the purpose of focusing on whether to marry.
Dating with a Purpose
1. A goal of seeking to determine whether the two of you will be married. (This also implies that courtship is only for those ready to consider marriage, which would normally rule out dating in high school and earlier.)

(Based on the nature of marriage, sexuality, Christian relationships in the household of faith; consider Gen 2; Eph 5:3ff.; Phil 2:1-11; 1 Thes 4:1-8; 1 Cor 6:12-20; 7:25-35.)

Living in the Light and Community
2. Sharing your courtship with the church (does not have to be a formal announcement but can be done in a variety of ways), and having the church pray on your behalf to God for the courtship and on God's will concerning whether you should be married. It is always wise to keep everything in the light to ensure everything is done with propriety. (See Eph 4:25; Col 3:12-17; 2 Cor 4:2; 1 Jn 1:5-10; Jms 5:16; Heb 10:23-25; 1 Cor 12:12-27; Jn 3:19-21; Prov 15:22.)

3. Similarly, make yourself accountable to the church (this goes right along with #2), and encourage people to give you input and hold you accountable to God's standards in a relationship. 

4. Accordingly, appoint a Christian brother/sister to hold you specifically accountable in your relationship. You would be completely open with this person about your relationship, and they could ask the hard personal questions to keep you accountable to the Lord's will and to your predetermined standards, etc. 

5. Parental blessing. (Exodus 20:12)
Purity
6. Establish standards for physical touch and contact between you and the other person beforehand. We would suggest minimal physical contact between you during the courtship period. We would suggest no contact out of the ordinary, none that you would not express to a married man/woman in the church for example. Treat the other person as (almost) someone else's husband/wife, as you would want your future mate to be treated by someone she may be now courting. (Consider again 1 Thes 4:1-8; and Eph 5:3-21; 1 Tim 5:1-2.)

7. Do not spend much time alone together (i.e., in such a way that poses special temptation to sexual sin). Spend most of your time together in public and/or in groups, i.e., in close enough proximity to others to disallow sexual sin even when you are relating privately.
Concluding Thoughts
Please keep in mind that much of this is not specifically commanded in the bible, but we think it is based on a biblical approach and biblical principles. Much of this advice flows out of the nature of the church and our salvation. We have been saved into a people. We are a community meant to love and serve one another and encourage one another on to love and good deeds. Accordingly, relationships should be conducted in the light (not that there can't be anything private between people) and accountability should mark our relationships for the glory of the King and that we might be like him. Moreover, the word encourages us to be accountable to one another and to hold one another accountable. And of course, godly counsel and input from leaders is also encouraged by the Lord.

